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Modification Rights Reserved.

Legal Notices

The BlogTactics: Getting Started Report is protected under international copyright laws and 
treaties and as such you are not permitted to make any changes to this product.

Legal Action will be taken against all Copyright Infringements and recompense will be sought 
in all cases. 

The BlogTactics: Getting Started Report is a FREE REPORT and you are welcome to 

pass this document along as you please, or to include it as a free “giveaway” or bonus on 

your website or to your visitors.

What You Can Do:

[YES] Include this Report as a Bonus for other Paid Products
[YES] Include this Report as a Free Bonus for Your Newsletter or Website Visitors
[YES] Give away this Report for Free

What You Cannot Do:

[NO] Modify this report in any way
[NO] Claim this report as your own
[NO] Use the content as free articles or website content
[NO] Resell this Report at any price

Disclaimer

The creators of the “BlogTactics: Getting Started With Your First Blog” report have created this 
report using their best efforts and all the information at their disposal. The authors and 
publishers give no guarantees or warranties as to the fitness, applicability or completeness of the 
information contained herein. 

The information provided is as an information & educational guide only. Any action taken 
based upon the information given is done so at the readers own risk and BlogTactics.com or it’s 
owners cannot be held liable for any resulting outcome of following the information given.

There are no warranties either expressed or implied as to the effectiveness or otherwise of the 
information disclosed and the authors and publishers shall in no event be held liable for any 
damages or other loss resulting from following all or any of the information contained herein.

N.B. Brandable version available here: Brand This Report

http://www.blogtactics.com/brandable.html
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Introduction

I'm not going to claim to be a blogging “pro”, I'm a professional internet 

marketer and I use blogs as just one part of my business to make money 

online.

I use them for two reasons, first they're so simple to set up and run, and 

second they are very effective as they are so flexible and can make money 

in a whole host of different ways.

I've written this beginners guide to share what I have learnt about setting up 

a successful blog.

If you want to keep up to date and learn more about blogging for money 

then visit BlogTactics.com and sign up for the newsletter by clicking here.

This report will cover the basic stuff of getting your blog up and running, 

so if you're already up and running with your blog and looking for more 

advanced Blogging tips, tricks and tactics visit BlogTactics.com.

Wherever possible I use videos to show you how to do the different things 

necessary to get up and running and optimize your blog, as it tends to be a 

lot quicker and easier to follow a video where you see me demonstrating 

what you need to do, rather than having to follow long winded text 

instructions and screen shots.

http://www.blogtactics.com/
http://www.blogtactics.com/newsletter.html
http://www.blogtactics.com/
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This document links to those video which you can watch by simply 

clicking on the link below the snapshot image of the video, while you are 

connected to the internet.

I also keep the videos to 4 minutes or less to make sure they're not 

"information overload".

Note: I will not cover using free hosted blogs with services like 

blogger.com because of the possibility of losing your blog with one of 

these sites.

If you use a service like this then you don't actually own the blog and if 

anyone makes a complaint about your blog for any reason, even a jealous 

competitor or just someone who disagrees with something you've written, 

the blog can be shut down without you having any say in it.

This means that all the hard work, time and effort you've put in to your 

blog can disappear in a moment and there will be nothing you can do about 

it.

That is a situation that I personally could not be happy with, so I cannot 

recommend it.

The stuff I post here will all be based on hosting a WordPress blog on your 

own domain, so that you are in complete control of your site.

I also stick with WordPress as it is by far the most popular blogging 

platform, which means there are more free and paid tools, resources, 

plugins and themes available for it than any other system, giving you the 

most possible options and therefore the best chance of long term success.

http://wordpress.org/
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Part 1: Choosing A Domain Name For Your blog

The very first thing you need to do to get up and running is to choose a 

suitable domain name and register it.

I use HWNic.com as they charge just $7.85 not just for the first year, but 

all subsequent renewals. 

Some of the domain registrars I've used in the past tend to be cheap for the 

first year and then when you come to renew the domain in year 2 or 3 they 

hike up the charge to sting you. 

HWNic.com charge the same low fee every year, and all the videos I've 

done for changing nameservers etc. use HWNic.com, so you may find it 

easy to stick with them if you're just beginning. 

Don't worry though; it's always possible to transfer your domain to another 

registrar in the future if you need to for any reason.

If you're going to register a .co.uk domain then I'd recommend this registrar 

instead: -

UK Domain Registration

http://www.hwnic.com/
http://www.ScottBritton.com/likes?123reg/blogtactics/
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It's also worth trying to get a keyword or two that is relevant to the market 

you intend to target if possible, so for instance if your blog is going to be 

about Bonsai Trees, try and find a domain that includes the words "bonsai" 

and/or "bonsai trees", e.g. www.bonsai-tips.com

This will help for search engine rankings as well as for increasing click 

through rates from the SERP's (Search Engine Results Pages), as someone 

looking for tips on growing bonsai is more likely to click on a site listed in 

the search engine results that has the word bonsai in it than something more 

generic like "plantsandstuff.com".

You're unlikely to be able to get exactly the domain name you want, e.g. 

BonsaiTrees.com, so be creative and look for good variations.

Here's a few examples to help: -

MyBonsaiSite

BonsaiCare

GrowingBonsai

BonsaiNews

BonsaiGuide

TheBonsaiClub

HealthyBonsai

Brainstorm a few ideas and using some generic words that you can add to 

your keywords and you should come up with a few possible domains to 

choose from.
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There's a free tool that you can use to check what's available that can be 

downloaded here: -

DomainPunch

I've done a video on how to use this tool here: -

Finding Domain Names [2.43Mins]

I have also created a text file (as seen in the video) with some common 

generic words to try that you can download here: -

Domain Name Variations

In the next post I'll go through more on how to choose the best TLD (Top 

Level Domain) for your domain, i.e. .com, .org,.net, .co.uk, .info etc.

http://www.domainpunch.com/products/dna/#download
http://www.mat4.com/videos/domainnames.html
http://www.mat4.com/files/domain-variations.zip
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As a general rule it's best to grab the .com version if you can, as it is the 

TLD extension (Top Level Domain) that most people will use 

automatically, as it's the most popular. 

If you really want a particular domain name and the .com isn't available 

then you could go for the local country (or state) version like .co.uk or .ca

If you are going to be building a primarily information based (non 

commercial) blog, then going for a .org is a good second choice as people 

tend to recognise these sites as "non-profit" free information sites. 

Having said that, for Search Engine Optimization purposes and how the 

search engines treat your site for ranking, it really doesn't matter which 

TLD you go for, there are some very popular sites and blogs that are on .net 

for instance.

The one exception I would say is .info domains. 

I would advice steering clear of using a .info as they have been used very 

heavily over the last few years to build spam AdSense sites, because they 

are so cheap to register.

You may be tempted to go for a .info if you're starting up with limited 

funds and want to save a couple of bucks, but it could well hurt the value of 

your site in the long term, so don't be tight, pay the extra and get a .com, 

.org or .net domain.

So once you've decided on your domain name, pop over to HWNic.com

and register it.

http://www.hwnic.com/
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Part 2: Buying An Existing Blog

If you want to take a short cut it's possible to buy an existing blog.

How much it will cost will depend on how well established the blog is, how 

much traffic it gets and how much money (if any) it currently makes.

You can typically expect to pay around 6 times the monthly earnings for an 

existing blog, although it can be a lot higher if the blog is well established 

with lots on incoming links and/or traffic/visitors.

I'm not going to cover this in much detail as it's a bit off topic, but if it is 

something you are interested in doing here are some sites where you can 

find blogs for sale, as well as sell any sites of your own if you wanted to: -

http://www.Sedo.co.uk

www.SitePoint.com

http://forums.DigitalPoint.com

Note: if you do decide to purchase a blog you should always use an escrow 

service (e.g. www.escrow.com) to protect your investment, and don't buy a 

blog on a free blog hosting service like blogger.com as it could get closed 

down and you will lose the money you've spent.

It is also worth doing some research to check the number of pages indexed 

and backlinks in Google and yahoo to make sure you are getting what you 

pay for.

http://www.sedo.co.uk/
http://www.sitepoint.com/
http://forums.digitalpoint.com/
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Part 3: Buying An Expired Domain For Your Blog

Thousands of domain names expire every day.

The reasons vary from the owner simply forgetting to renew the domain to 

going out of business. Whatever the reason, you can grab some great 

bargains if you know how...

I've done a video to show how you can do this using my favourite expired 

domains services, like:

RegisterCompass

The video is here: 

Grabbing Expired Domains [3.35 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/registercompass/
http://www.mat4.com/videos/expireddomains.html


http://www.snapnames.com/
http://www.pool.com/
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Check the domain you are interested in to see if the PR is “fake” with these 

two free services: -

http://www.seologs.com/pr-check/pagerank.html

http://checkpagerank.net/

If either of these services says the PR is “fake”, don’t try to register the 

domain.

http://www.seologs.com/pr-check/pagerank.html
http://checkpagerank.net/
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Part 4: How To Choose A Good Host For Your Blog

So now we need a host to put our blog on.

There are lots of cheap hosts around that will fulfil our needs; one of the 

more popular ones is Hostgator.

They offer reseller hosting plans from as little as $9.95 a month, and when 

your blog starts getting big and you start running out of space (don't worry, 

that's not likely to be any time soon) you will be able to upgrade your 

account for more space and bandwidth.

I recommend getting a reseller hosting plan as this will allow you to host 

multiple sites on one hosting plan, saving you money in the long run.

If for some reason you don't want to go with Hostgator then just do a search 

in Google for "Reseller hosting plan" and you should find a LOT to choose 

from.

Or you can visit WebHostingTalk and have a look through the special 

offers forum there to find a bargain, but bear in mind they will vary in 

quality, as some will be provided by start up companies who may go out of 

business.

When choosing a host there are a few things that you want to make sure are 

included, specifically it should be a cPanel host with Fantastico and PHP 

installed. 

http://www.ScottBritton.com/likes?hostgator/blogtactics/
http://www.ScottBritton.com/likes?hostgator/blogtactics/
http://www.webhostingtalk.com/
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Most will be, but if you go for a DirectAdmin host it's not as easy to install 

a blog on your site.

cPanel hosts (usually) have Fantastico installed, which is a tool that can 

automatically install a WordPress blog on your site and I'll show you a 

video of how to use this later.
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Part 5: How To Update Nameservers 

Once you have your hosting set up you will need to "point" the domain you 

have registered at the hosting so that you can set up the site.

When you set up your hosting account you should have received a 

welcome email that includes two or more nameservers that will typically 

look something like this: -

ns1.hostname.com

ns2.hostname.com

To change the nameservers you need to go to your domain in the domain 

registrar you used and update the "Nameservers" settings with the 

nameservers provided by your host.

I've done a video showing exactly how to do this with the registrar that I 

use (HWNic.com), but most registrars will have a fairly similar routine to 

do it…

http://www.hwnic.com/
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Here's the video to show you how to update/change the nameservers for 

your domain name: -

Updating NameServers [2.58 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/nameservers.html
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Part 6: How To Add A Site To A cPanel Host

So you've got your domain registered, you've got your host ready to go and 

you've got the nameservers updated to point your domain at your hosting 

plan, now you need to set up the domain as a site on the host.

Note: if you haven't done all of he above yet, go back to the previous posts 

on how to do these steps.

As usual it's easier for me to actually show you how to do this than try and 

"talk" you through it in text, so I've done a video showing you exactly how 

to set up your site on a cPanel host.

Adding a domain to a cPanel host [2.43 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/cpanelhostingsetup.html


BlogTactics.com | Getting Started - How To Create Your First Blog

- 19 -
Copyright © 2007 BlogTactics.com

Part 7: Installing A WordPress Blog Using Fantastico

You should now have your site added to your hosting plan and we're ready 

to take the next step and install the blog.

This is the reason we chose a cPanel hosting plan in the first place, as 

cPanel includes a installation program called Fantastico which automates 

the installation of lots of different site management tools, WordPress being 

one of them

I've done another video to show you how to do this and it's under 4 minutes 

long, so it's not rocket science.

Using Fantastico to install a WP Blog [3.58 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/fantastico-wp.html
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If you have some money to invest and are intending to set up multiple 

blogs you may well find it worth investing in an automated blog 

installation system.

I use one called WPManagerDX as it not only automates the installation of 

new blogs (on cPanel Hosts), but also allows me to automate a lot of the 

set-up, themes and plugins installation.

It also comes with a good selection of useful themes and plugins to help 

you get up and running.

You can check it out here: -

WPManagerDX

If you do get a copy using the link above, send me an email with your 

receipt to mat@askmattg.com and I’ll send you a video showing you how 

to use it.

http://www.ScottBritton.com/likes?wpmanagerdx/blogtactics/
http://www.ScottBritton.com/likes?wpmanagerdx/blogtactics/
mailto:mat@askmattg.com
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Part 8: Setting Up An Email Account In cPanel 

OK, this is another fairly quick and simple thing to do, but you also need to 

make sure you set up a couple of bits to minimize the amount of spam 

email you end up with, so I’ve done another video to show you exactly how 

to get your email account set up on your cPanel host.

You can set up as many email accounts as you need (within the limits wet 

by your host) following this procedure.

The video is under 3 minutes long: 

cPanel Email Setup [2.39 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/cpanelemailsetup.html


BlogTactics.com | Getting Started - How To Create Your First Blog

- 22 -
Copyright © 2007 BlogTactics.com

Part 9: Setting Up An Email Address In MS Outlook

& MS Outlook Express

I'm only going to cover Outlook and Outlook Express simply as these are 

the only two email systems I've had experience with for the last 7 years, so 

if you use something else you'll need to keep searching, sorry.

Here's the videos, as usual they are pretty short, under 2 minutes each, and 

easy to follow: 

Adding an email to Outlook [1.22 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/outlookemailsetup.html
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Adding an email to Outlook Express [1.22 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/outlookexpressemailsetup.html
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Part 10: Setting Up An Email Signature In MS 

Outlook & MS Outlook Express

Having a "Sig" file automatically added to the bottom of your emails 

automatically can save a lot of time, so here's a couple of videos to show 

you exactly how to do it: 

Adding an email Signature in MS Outlook [3.57 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/sig-outlook.html
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Adding an email Signature in MS Outlook Express [3.57 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/sig-outlook-express.html
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Here's a video on using the "File Manager" feature in your cPanel host to 

upload files to your site: 

Using cPanel File Manager to upload files [1.59 Mins]

http://www.mat4.com/videos/cpanel-filemanager.html


BlogTactics.com | Getting Started - How To Create Your First Blog

- 28 -
Copyright © 2007 BlogTactics.com

And here's how to do it using a free FTP system called FileZilla. 

Using Free FTP Software to upload files to your Blog [2.55 Mins]

The Video also shows you where you can download FileZilla, but here’s a 

direct link for you to get a copy: 

FileZilla Download

http://www.mat4.com/videos/ftp-file-upload.html
http://filezilla.sourceforge.net/



